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1 Calling for, and instruction in, mission (Sermon) 

Calling for, and instruction in, 

mission (Sermon) 

Graham Criddle / General 

Jesus' teaching in Matthew's Gospel / Mission; Authority; Generosity / Matthew 10:1–15 

  

2 Introduction 

As we start out looking at the teaching of Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel its worth 

noting that I reflected briefly on this passage last week when we were 

providing a Ukraine update. But this morning we have an opportunity to look 

into it a little more deeply and to see what it says about the call to be involved 

in the mission of God, the mission that Jesus was involved in and calls his 

followers to be part of. 

And as we look at this passage we will see some key things in the mission to 

which Jesus called his followers, and I want to suggest that the same is true for 

us today. 

When I was reading through the passage I was reminded of a conversation I 

had with my ex-boss a little over 8 years ago. He came to see me - very excited 

- and started to talk about the job he had been offered in our company HQ in 

California. I knew he had been working towards this for a long time and it was 

great to see that he had got it. What I didn’t expect was that he would ask me 

to go out there with him to work with him, to take on a key role in his new 

department. It wasn’t something Jo and I considered seriously as we were 

already exploring the idea of me leaving the computer industry and going into 

full-time church ministry but it was certainly an attractive offer. And it was 

attractive for a number of reasons: 

• I really liked and respected my boss. We were good friends and we worked 

together well 

• The new job was important - and I recognised that 
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• It would be challenging and stretching 

• It would make a difference 

• I would have really enjoyed spending some time living in America 

And even if I hadn’t been planning to leave the company I wouldn’t have 

wanted to take the job if at least some of these things weren’t true (and I know 

that sometimes people have to take jobs they don’t like but it is rare they are 

fulfilling or satisfying). It was about being asked to get involved in something 

by someone you really respected and doing something that you knew was 

important.  

And in a much bigger way that is what is going on in our story this morning - 

Jesus is calling his closest friends and followers to step up to a new challenge, a 

new opportunity to be involved in the work he was doing. And maybe Jesus is 

doing the same for us, for some of us, this morning. Are we going to listen to 

his call, are we going to respond because of our love for him and our desire to 

be involved in something life-changingly important?   

3 Disciples first 

Before Jesus sent them out they were disciples (Matt 10:1): 

• people who had met with Jesus in a life-changing way 

• people who had seen Jesus doing amazing things 

• people who had been called to live as per Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on 

the Mount 

• people who had committed themselves to following Jesus. 

And it’s important that before we start thinking about being involved in God’s 

mission we think about who we are in relationship to God. How would you 

describe yourself this morning? 

• Are you someone who is primarily interested in what God can do for you, 

not what you can do for God? 

• Are you someone who is happy to say you believe in Jesus but are not 

prepared for that to really interfere with your plans for your life? 
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• Are you someone who loves to worship God on a Sunday but lives the rest 

of your life as though God doesn’t exist? 

• Are you someone who is prepared to offer part of your life to Jesus and 

keep the rest for yourself? 

• Are you someone who is prepared to fully surrender yourself to Jesus and 

to allow Him to have control and direction over your life? Yes, recognising 

that just as with those first followers, we will mess up and get things wrong 

- but that our desire is to be a fully-committed follower of Jesus 

It’s when we are in that last category that we start to understand what being a 

disciple is all about - recognising that Jesus is Lord over all aspects of who we 

are and what we do. And it is through such people that Jesus is able to work 

and to achieve amazing and wonderful things.  

Where are you in your relationship with Jesus? If he were standing on this 

platform this morning and called his disciples by name would you be included? 

Would you want to be? As we’ll see - particularly next Sunday evening - he is 

calling these disciples to something difficult and dangerous, but something 

that is incredibly rewarding. Many Christians have forgotten what it means to 

be a disciple of Jesus and, this morning, he may be calling you back into that 

deeper, more committed, relationship with him. How are you going to 

respond? 

4 Giving them authority 

The next thing we see Jesus doing is giving them authority (Matt 10:1) and I 

think this is a wonderful thing. 

So many people today are focused on getting to places of authority and power: 

• Last weekend we saw Boris Johnson writing an article which many 

interpreted as positioning himself for the job of prime minister 

• Vince Cable spoke about the possibility of him becoming the next Prime 

Minister 

• Today the German people are voting in a national election with Angela 

Merkel seeking a fourth term as chancellor 
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• I’ve seen people in business ruthlessly pushing others aside so they can get 

to a more senior position 

• Children at school compete to establish themselves at the top of the pack 

Power and authority is something that people put time and effort into 

achieving for all sorts of reasons. 

But for these disciples of Jesus they are simply given authority, they are given 

power, by him. Later in Matthew (Matt 28:18) - after his death and 

resurrection - Jesus speaks about how all authority has been given to him and 

here we see he is prepared and willing to delegate power and authority to his 

disciples. It’s not something we need to fight for, it’s not something that we 

need to be prepared to share out or protect, it’s simply something that we 

need to be prepared to receive, to recognise and to use. 

5 Authority for something specific 

And the authority Jesus gives them is for something very specific - in this case 

to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness (Matt 10:1). 

And a few moments later, as he sends them out, he gives some very specific 

instructions - to heal, to raise, to cleanse, to drive out (Matt 10:8). The 

authority, the power, he has given them is exactly what they need to do the 

job he is giving them to do. 

Time and again throughout the Bible we see God giving people the ability they 

needed to carry out the job he had given them: 

• Moses was given the power to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt 

• Key people were given the skill to build an amazing tent - and all the objects 

of worship - where God’s people would come to worship God 

• Solomon was given the wisdom to lead and govern the people 

• And here the disciples are given another job and the power and authority to 

do it 

God knows that in order to do anything for him we need his power and 

authority and Spirit. And so when he calls us to do something he gives us the 

ability to do it - just as Jesus did here. He gave them the power and then he 

sent them out.  
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The power would have been of no use to anyone if they hadn’t gone. They 

would have been of no use to anyone if they hadn’t gone in God’s power. 

Let’s be prepared to be open to what God is saying to us / doing in us: 

• If we feel that God is developing certain abilities and capabilities within us, 

let’s look for places and situations where we believe God is calling us to use 

them 

• If we believe God is calling us to do something, let’s be sure that we move 

forward with his power and authority 

6 He sent them out 

And after giving them authority Jesus sends them out (Matt 10:5). They had 

spent time with him, they had got used to that, if any issues or problems arose 

he was the one they looked to, he was the one who sorted things out. 

But now it was going to be different - they were going to be out there on their 

own. Yes they were going out with his authority and power in them, but they 

were going out. I remember being dropped off at university by my parents and 

walking through the university grounds at the age of 18 and realising that I was 

on my own. I was prepared for it, I was looking forward to it, but I had to take 

on much more responsibility that I had up to that point. 

If the disciples had just stayed in a group around Jesus they would have 

continued to see more of who he was, they would have grown in their 

appreciation of him, they would have enjoyed being part of the wonderful 

things he was doing. But it was time for them to go and share with others so 

they could enter into a life-changing relationship with Jesus as well. 

It’s great, and important, for us as believers in Jesus to meet together, to 

celebrate who he is, to grow in our understanding of him. But we aren’t 

expected to stay there, we are expected to go into the world - filled with the 

life and power of Jesus - and share what we have with others.  

What are we looking for in our relationship with Jesus? Are we just looking to 

be blessed by him and to experience his goodness, or are we prepared to hear 

and answer his call to go? 
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7 He gave them specific instructions 

And Jesus doesn’t just send them off with a vague idea of what they are 

supposed to do. He is very clear - as to where they shouldn’t go and where 

they should; as to what to speak about; as to what help to provide (Matt 10:5-

8). 

They may have had their own ideas - they could have seen a real opportunity 

to go and minister in Samaria; they could have wanted to speak about how to 

live together in peace and harmony; they might not have wanted to get 

involved in bringing dead people back to life. But they don’t have these options 

- they hear Jesus calling them to a specific ministry and this is what they are to 

do. This is why he has given them this power and authority; this is what he has 

equipped them to do; this is the ministry that is in line with what he is doing.  

And it is so important that we take time to be with Jesus, to hear what is on his 

heart at this time, and to listen to the things he wants us to do - so that we 

don’t go off with our own ideas, but we do go along with his. 

One of the things we will be thinking about at the church meeting on Thursday 

is how we can more effectively engage with children, young people and 

families. Whether this Is something Jesus is calling us to do is a really important 

question for us to think about. 

8 Called to be generous 

And Jesus reminds them of all the good things they have received from him - 

and encourages them to be generous in sharing them with others. 

If we stopped for a few moments to think about the good things we have 

freely received from God I wonder what sort of list we would come up with. It 

would probably include things such as life itself, family, help through 

difficulties, forgiveness for the wrong things we have done, a new life as we 

believe in Jesus, the filling of His Spirit, the privilege of being a citizen of God’s 

kingdom.  

None of these did we earn, none of these did we deserve, but we have 

received them from a generous and loving God. 

And the command from Jesus to his followers is that they should give out in 

the same way - not holding back, not concerned that we will run out, but with 
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a deep desire to share the good things of God with those to whom Jesus sends 

us.  

Are we generous with our time, with our money, with our gifts, with our 

selves? If not, have we lost the wonder of realising how much Jesus has done 

for us? 

9 Encouraged to be dependent 

And then Jesus warns them about taking too much stuff with them - but to go 

out depending on and trusting in God (Matt 10:9-10). As such they are being 

called to live according to some of the teaching in the Sermon on the Mount 

where Jesus speaks about how God provides for the birds in the air and 

enables plants to grow and reminds them that God will provide for them as 

well.  

So they are to go out in faith - trusting that the one who is sending them will 

also provide for them. This isn’t to say that we shouldn’t plan and prepare and 

be aware of what is involved - there are other times Jesus encourages us to do 

just that (Lk 14:28) - but it does call us to have our primary trust in Jesus and to 

be confident that if we are in line with his mission he will provide what we 

need to carry it out. 

10 Limited responsibility 

And the last thing we see is that Jesus gives them limited responsibility (Matt 

10:14) - they are to go, they are to tell, they are to proclaim - but there is a 

recognition that some people won’t listen to them, some people won’t 

welcome them and that is their responsibility. 

This is consistent with what we see elsewhere - in Ezekiel 33 for example. Here 

God uses the example of a sentry with the responsibility to look out for danger. 

If he sees danger coming he has a responsibility to warn everyone else - but if 

they take no notice they will have to suffer the consequences. If, however, the 

sentry doesn’t give the warning then he will be held accountable for the harm 

that comes to people. 

It’s good to remember that there are limits in what we are called to do and to 

say - we can speak, we can share but it is only God who changes lives.  
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But it’s important to remember that we have a responsibility to speak and to 

share - God expects it of us and people need it from us.  

Let’s recognise the limits of what we can do - but let’s also live up to the 

responsibilities we have. 

11 Challenge 

We - like these first followers of Jesus - have the wonderful privilege of being 

called by Jesus to go out into the world, to speak about him and to 

demonstrate his power. 

He equips us, he prepares us, he goes with us, he provides for us. He expects 

us to do what he calls us to do, but he doesn’t expect us to do more than that. 

Are we prepared to follow Jesus where he leads, to go where he sends, to give 

all that we are in seeking to share the wonderful news about Jesus with people 

who - just as they did then - so desperately need to hear and experience and 

receive it? 
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