
Thought for the Day – Week Commencing Sunday 29th November 2020 (1st week of Advent) 

 Mark 13:24-25 New International Version - UK 

24 ‘But in those days, following that distress, 

‘“the sun will be darkened, 
    and the moon will not give its light; 
25 the stars will fall from the sky, 
    and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.”[a] 

 

Advent a time of waiting, preparing, looking forward – this time is not just looking forward to 

Christmas and celebrating the birth of the Saviour but also looking forward to the second 

coming and the fulfilment of His promised return. Praise the Lord for the promises He has 

given us.   

 

Mark 13:26-27 New International Version – UK 

26 ‘At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and 

glory. 27 And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of 

the earth to the ends of the heavens. 

Jesus tells his disciples that there will be signs before He returns, but there will be no doubt about the 

second coming, not quietly and unobserved by most at the first Advent, His birth, but very visible, in 

great power and glory.  Praise the Lord of Heaven and Earth.  

 

Mark 13:28-29 New International Version – UK 

28 ‘Now learn this lesson from the fig-tree: as soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come 

out, you know that summer is near. 29 Even so, when you see these things happening, you 

know that it[b] is near, right at the door.  

Jesus tells his disciples that they recognise the signs in nature, showing the changing seasons, as 

reading the signs in nature, Jesus points to the signs that will herald His return and tells the disciples 

to look for these, to learn them and recognise them and to be prepared for His return.  Pray we will be 

watchful and prepare for Jesus return.  

 

Mark 13:30-31 New International Version – UK 

30 Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 

happened. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 

Everything may change, everything may end, but the words of Jesus are eternal, trust them. Give 

thanks that Jesus promises us Everlasting life.  

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+13%3A24-37&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-24743a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+13%3A24-37&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-24747b


Mark 13:32-33 New International Version – UK 

 

32 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 

only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert[c]! You do not know when that time will come.  

Jesus warns us to be on our guard, watching for the signs, being ready for that moment when He will 

return – no one knows the time, except the Father, so we need to be watching and waiting – are you 

ready?  Pray that we will be active in spreading the Gospel whilst there is time, ask that we will be 

given opportunities to witness. 

 

 Mark 13:34 New International Version – UK 

 

34 It’s like a man going away: he leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with 

their assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 

This parable shows that each of us is assigned tasks to carry out in the Master’s absence, he does 

not say when he will return but clearly expects the servants to be busy and watchful – are you? Pray 

that we will be good servants in working on the tasks we have been assigned. 

 

Mark 13:35-37 New International Version – UK 

 

35 ‘Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come 

back – whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock crows, or at dawn. 36 If he 

comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: 

“Watch!”’ 

Jesus emphasis the hour of his return is unknown, only by being watchful will we know – to be awake 

and doing God’s will at all times is the only way to be fully prepared for His return.  Pray for the work 

God has given us to do and ask for strength to be watchful.  

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+13%3A24-37&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-24751c

