
1 Corinthians 13 New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 

13 If I speak in the tongues[a] of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am 

only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy 

and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can 

move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to 

the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast,[b] but do not 

have love, I gain nothing. 

 

What motivates us in our actions is really important to God, He is looking to see if 

our acts our sacrifices are motivated by love for Him and love for others. Without this 

love, we are nothing, what we do is worthless, but if our actions are a response to 

our love for God our love for one another and our desire to reach others with the 

message of salvation, then these actions are priceless, valuable and precious to God 

and to others.  

 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 

proud. 5 It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 

angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but 

rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 

always perseveres. 

 

This is a description of love, the way in which God loves you, perfectly, completely 

and eternally. Give thanks that He is patient, kind, not easily angered – we need this, 

we need Him, we need His love.  

 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 

proud. 5 It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 

angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but 

rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 

always perseveres. 

 

As we considered yesterday, God is Love. Pauls delightful description of what love is 

and what love isn’t ends with these amazing words It always protects, always 

trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. We can trust that God will love us in this 

way, we can trust in his protection, we can experience His hope and know beyond a 

shadow of doubt that His love will always persevere. God loves you, give thanks for 

that perfect love. 
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1 Corinthians 13:4-7 New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 

proud. 5 It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 

angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but 

rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 

always perseveres. 

 

Whilst we look at the perfect way in which God loves us – we are also called upon to 

demonstrate this same love for Him and for others, read again what true love is – 

how are you doing? If you need help, God will be delighted to answer your prayer to 

help you love deeper in the way that He loves you. Ask him.  

 

 
1 Corinthians 13:8-10 New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 
 
8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there 

are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass 

away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when completeness 

comes, what is in part disappears.  

Paul highlights the eternal nature of love, there are gifts of the Holy Spirit that will 

end because there will come a time when they are no longer needed, but love will 

remain – our focus needs to be on love more than any of the gifts that will pass 

away, because we are investing in all eternity! God will never fail us, and where 

everything else may change or disappear, His love remains – forever.  

 

 

 

1 Corinthians 13:11-12 New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 

 

11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like 

a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For 

now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now 

I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

 



Paul is speaking about growing and maturing, it may not be clear to us here and 

now, and faith is necessary to guide us through the present times, until the time 

comes when we know in full.  Paul has no doubts that he will have full knowledge 

eventually, at the moment a dull reflection of the truth, but one day – one glorious 

day – everything will be clear as a face to face meeting.  Are you growing and 

maturing? 

 

 

1 Corinthians 13:13 New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these 

is love. 

 

Paul points to the eternal quality of faith, hope and love. The greatest being love, 

because it is the motivation for acts of mercy, the motivation for service, the 

motivation for worship.  Love never fails, never ends, never gives up.  It is the 

greatest thing you can do for another, to love them. Jesus asks us to love the Lord 

our God with all our heart, all our mind, all our souls. How are you doing? 

 

 


