
Opening Prayer for 24 May 2020 (Ascension)                                                                                              

As the sun rises, Lord,                                                                                                                         

let your light shine on  us.                                                                                                                          

Destroy the darkness about us,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Scatter the darkness before us,                                                                                                                                                                                               

Disperse the darkness behind us,                                                                                                            

Dispel the darkness within us.                                                                                                                                      

Let your light shine on us.         

As the sun rises, Lord,                                                                                                                                                    

Let your light shine on us.                                                                                                                                              

The warmth of your presence,                                                                                                                

The brightness of your love,                                                                                                                              

The radiance of your joy,                                                                                                                                 

The shining of your hope,                                                                                                                        

Let your light shine on us. 

As the sun rises, Lord,                                                                                                                                                

Let your light shine on us,                                                                                                         

Your light to guide,                                                                                                                     

Your light to lead,                                                                                                                                                        

Your light to direct,                                                                                                                                                       

Your light to brighten.                                                                                                                                               

Let your light shine on us. 

We admit that we are not what you make it possible for us to be,                                                                               

So we are glad to come in the strong and precious name of Jesus.                                                                                                                                      

Help us to experience the communion of the saints,                                                                                                   

the fellowship of our church, dispersed as it is at this time, and we rejoice at the world-

wide nature of the church of Jesus Christ on all six continents. 

And we celebrate the Ascension of Jesus,                                                                                                                  

we rejoice because though present in heaven,                                                                                             

he is also present and active amongst us today,                                                                                                           

through the Holy Spirit whom he has sent upon us and who works amongst as we 

worship and serve you in the world. Amen. 

 

 



Bible Reading celebrating the Ascension of Jesus                                                                                                                                                       

Acts 1:1-11 New International Version - UK (NIVUK) 
 

1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 

teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the 

Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to 

them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a 

period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he 

was eating with them, he gave them this command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait 

for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John 

baptised with water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 

6 Then they gathered round him and asked him, ‘Lord, are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 

7 He said to them: ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his 

own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.’ 

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 

their sight. 

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 

dressed in white stood beside them. 11 ‘Men of Galilee,’ they said, ‘why do you stand 

here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, 

will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.’ 

(the Lectionary also recommends Psalm 47 and Ephesians 1:15 – 23) 

  



From a poem by Colleen Corah Hitchcock, celebrating the Ascension 

And if I go, 
while you're still here… 
Know that I live on, 
Vibrating to a different measure 
Behind a thin veil you 
cannot see through. 
You will not see me,                                                                                                     
So you must have faith. 
I wait for the time when 
we can soar together again, 
Both aware of each other. 
Until then, 
live your life to the fullest 
And when you need me, 
Just whisper my name in your heart,                                                                                                           
…I will be there. 

Words written by C S Lewis in 1942, in response to the effects of WW II. . . 

Satan: “I will cause anxiety, fear and panic.                                                                                                                  
I will shutdown business, schools,                                                                                                                                 
places of worship                                                                                                                                             
and sports events.   
I will cause economic turmoil.” 

Jesus: I will bring together neighbours,                                                                                           
restore the family unit,                                                                                                               
I will bring dinner back to the kitchen table.                                                                           I 
will help people slow down their lives                                                                                     
and appreciate what really matters.                                                                                                                                 
I will teach my children to rely on me and not the world.                                                                                      
I will teach my children to trust me                                                                                                                         
and not their money and material resources.”  

(kindly passed on by Geoff Foster, from a version circulating via social media) 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

  



Reflection on the Ascension of Jesus Christ – Acts 1:1 – 11, for Sunday 24 May 2020 

At a time when we have all had to retreat into limited social contact, even in the church, it is good to 

pause, to reflect on the meaning of the Ascension, which is a challenge for us to look upwards, 

inwards and outwards. And to have to do so at a time of national and international limitations on our 

interactions adds to the urgency of the task. Luke gives us insight into the Ascension, first in a brief 

description at the end of his gospel, and then at more length in the opening verses of chapter of the 

Acts of the Apostles. But what are the fundamental messages which these passages communicate? 

First, they seem to stress that God is saying “I’M IN CHARGE.” The same one who created the 

world, formed his people and appointed kings, and prophets, and sent his Son, continues to work 

out his purposes in a Christ-like way. And that is still the case. Our personal and collective destinies 

are in the hands of God. We need earthly leaders, and should be prayerful on their behalf. But our 

ultimate security does not rest in their hands; it rests in the hands and under the protection and 

guidance of the Lord of heaven and earth. 

Second, the Ascension teaches us that God is saying “I’M ON YOUR SIDE.” In the Ascension God 

is reaffirming his saving purposes in Jesus, and confirming his deep commitment to everything he 

has done to secure our salvation, and the unstoppable progress of the Kingdom of heaven on earth. 

So much so, that after Jesus ascended into heaven he left the promise of the sending of the Holy 

Spirit to empower, encourage and to guide his people on earth. It is interesting to note how Luke 

begins the opening chapter of Acts, referring to the gospel, he wrote: ‘I wrote about all that Jesus 

began to do and to teach’. The implication is that what Jesus began, his people, empowered, inspired 

and equipped by the Holy Spirit would continue. Remember, what it says in the Lord’s Prayer, ‘Your 

kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.’ And though he was to leave his followers 

physically, he stressed that he would always be with them spiritually – ‘ so in Matthew 28:29 we read: 

‘And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Put another way, we could say “I WILL 

ALWAYS BE AT YOUR SIDE.” 

Third, there is the promise that Jesus would one day return – so we can say “I’M COMING BACK.” 

Whenever we celebrate communion we repeat the words of Paul in 1 Corinthians 11:11:26, ‘For 

whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.’ A late 

great Archbishop of Canterbury, Donald Coggan, lamented Christians who are “so heavenly minded 

as to be of no earthly good.” Amidst the encroaching personal, national and global darkness 

provoked by the corona virus crisis, it is wonderful to see how it has often brought out the best in 

many people – including our sisters and brothers in the Church, locally, nationally and globally – the 

millions of members of the world-wide church of Jesus Christ, who celebrate his first coming, and his  

ascension and  look forward to his second coming, as Saviour, Lord and King. 

God bless all members and friends of Tamworth Baptist Church!  Stay close to each other and to the 

Lord in Prayer – ‘until we meet again.’ 

  

David Grainger 



Ascension Day intersession – focusing on Covid-19 

Jesus Christ, you travelled through towns and villages “curing every disease and illness.” At your 
command, the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the midst of the global spread of the 
coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love. 

Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their strength and health through quality 
medical care. 

Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and neighbours from helping one 
another. 

Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders. 

Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow. 

Be with those who have died from the virus. May they be at rest with you in your eternal peace. 

Be with the families of those who are sick or have died. As they worry and grieve, defend them from 
illness and despair. May they know your peace. 

Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who seek to heal and help those 
affected and who put themselves at risk in the process. May they know your protection and peace. 

Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act with charity and true concern for the 
well-being of the people they are meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions 
that will help prepare for or prevent future outbreaks. May they know your peace, as they work 
together to achieve it on earth. 

Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this illness or only a few, 
Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In place of our anxiety, give us 
your peace.                             (based on a prayer from the USA) 

Pray for those we know best, those closest to us, remembering especially, (folk we know through the 
church and in our own local community, or in the wider world). Asking Jesus to help them, and us, and 
to heal us physically, mentally and spiritually. And remember our own church community, scattered as 
we are. Pray for our leaders, Bev Smith, Trevor Glover, and the deacons, our Moderator Revd Terry 
Lockyer, and everyone who helps us to keep in touch, with our local Baptist family, and beyond into our 
HEBA Association, the Baptist Union and BMS World Mission, and the Baptist World Alliance. The BMS 
Prayer Guide asks us to remember its crucial work in Guinea, an African country where more than half 
of the population live on less than £1 a day. There is a BMS couple working in an eye clinic and in 
helping people injuries and disabilities with physiotherapy. Unfortunately, for security reasons the 
Society is unable to reveal to actual names of the couple, whom they call ‘Caroline and Victor.’ 

 


