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Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
 

Opening Prayer 

 

Lord, on this Palm Sunday we greet with joy your coming:                                                                                                                

we lay before you our love and faith                                                                                                                                                    

rejoicing that you came in peace to be our king. 

Even though we are not able to gather together in the normal way, help us to experience 

true fellowship with you and with each in the communion of saints. 

So come,  Lord, and teach us the ways of peace                                                                                                                          

that we may know the strength of love and the power of forgiveness. 

Come, Lord, and teach us humble ways                                                                                                                                             

that we may be free of arrogance and without pretence. 

May our songs of praise, our hosannas rise to you,                                                                                                                              

for now the day of our redemption draws near:                                                                                                                      

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,                                                                                                          

to whose kingdom there is no end. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed by your name.                                                                                                             

Your  kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                                                 

Give us today our daily bread,                                                                                                                                                           

and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us,                                                                                                       

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,                                                                                                       

for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, for ever. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Brief reflection 
For all of us this is a unique experience – as we enter into a new phase of the not being able to meet 

each other physically, not even for worship. But we pray that we will experience a new spiritual 

experience of the ‘communion of saints’, in which we deepen our dependence on God, as Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit, and in which we engage in regular bible reading and in prayer without ceasing, 

remembering ourselves, our fellowship and the wider church, and of course the world at a time of 

international crisis. 

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week. It begins with shouts of praise and rejoicing – 

preparation for a coronation of the King of Kings. But within a week, the cries of Hosanna are 

drowned out – replacing ‘crown him’ with ‘crucify him.’  Jesus was arrested, tried and falsely 

condemned and led away to die on the cross. And he was sealed in a guarded tomb. But as he had 

predicted, on the third day God raised him and opened the tomb, and the resurrected Christ 

emerged – and met with the small group of followers who were still left. How amazing it is to reflect 

that as we celebrate this week in 2020, it is as part of the world-wide church of Jesus Christ that we 

celebrate. And nothing, not even the threat of coronavirus, can change that – nor can it deprive us 

of the joy and hope of resurrection life in Christ that as Christians we already possess. 

As I write, I find the following extract from a letter written by the great Reformation leader, Martin 

Luther, in the midst of an outbreak of the Black Death in the 16th century, highly relevant: 

“I shall ask God mercifully to protect us.  

Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer medicine and take it. 

I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order to become contaminated 

and thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so cause their death as a result of my negligence. 

If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have done what is expected of me and so 

I am not responsible for either my own death or the death of others. 

If my neighbour needs me however, I shall not avoid place or person but will freely go as stated 

above.                                      

See this is such a God-fearing faith because it is neither brash nor foolhardy…” 

From Martin Luther, Works v.43 p.132 “Whether one may flee from a Deadly Plague” written 

to Rev Dr John Hess.  

So, dear friends, let us be sure to keep in touch: 

With God, with Jesus, with the Holy Spirit in our bible reading and in ceaseless prayers for 

each other. 

 With each other aided by telephone, social media, e-mails etc. 

With our communities, the wider church and the world in all its diverse and manifest needs. 

And let us uphold the precious fellowship of all those who are part of Tamworth Baptist 

Church, remembering our leadership at this very pressing time. 

(Revd) David Grainger 

 



Five Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday Paintings 

    Hosanna in the highest! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday has many dramatic images and in this traditional picture we can see the 
colourful combination of them all –  the crowds, the palms, all eyes on Jesus, but note he is 
seated upon a humble donkey – not a war horse or the traditional mode of transport for a 
king. Zechariah 9:9 declares: ‘See your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, 
gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 
The poet G K Chesterton wrote simply but poignantly about the scene from the donkey’s 
point of view: 
 

When fishes flew and forests walked    And figs grew upon thorn, 
 Some moment when the moon was blood    Then surely I was born.                 
With monstrous head and sickening cry    And ears like errant wings, 
   The devil’s walking parody     On all four-footed things. 
The tattered outlaw of the earth,    Of ancient crooked will; 
Starve, scourge, deride me: I am dumb,    I keep my secret still. 
  
Fools! For I also had my hour;    One far fierce hour and sweet: 
There was a shout about my ears,  And palms before my feet. 
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This stunning picture was painted by John August Swanson, and is called Entry into the City. 
It was completed in 1990, and has been widely circulated. Swanson, was born of a Mexican 
mother and a Swedish father, and made his home in Los Angeles. His works include many 
colourful and dramatic biblical images which challenge us to reflect more deeply on the 
unfolding story it predicts. There are thousands on the march, some waving banners and 
others palms, with all focusing on Christ. The people lay their cloaks and rugs before Jesus, 
who rides a donkey through the crowds, whilst the sky shines with a golden glow. But above 
it all, angry storm clouds have gathered, foreshadowing the Passion which is to come within 
a week.  
 
Swanson later wrote: ‘I wanted to convey my feelings from being in marches for peace and 
justice. The scene has been repeated countless times in the life of selfless leaders who have 
fought for love, peace and social justice – eg Martin Luther King, Mahatma Gandhi, Oscar 
Romero. . .’ We might add the name of the Swedish teenager Greta Thunberg campaigning 
tirelessly on the global climate crisis. 
                         

 



 

 
This picture comes from the Palm Sunday publicity for Lenzie Union Parish church, in 
Scotland. It captures the poignant moment when Jesus is entering the city – and we note, he 
appears to be on his own – the crowds had lauded him and sung his praises as the one who 
they believed would liberate them – but in truth, within himself Jesus knows they have 
mistaken the moment, and have no idea what kind of Saviour was coming to them. And 
though he has important fellowship moments with his disciples that week, there is a crucial 
sense in which they are inexorably moving away from him, and we know that at the end some 
denied him, others fled.  
 
And the picture calls to mind these challenging times in which we are being urged to keep a 
social distance, and some to practise personal isolation. In the midst of it we need to cling to 
the reassuring promise that throughout all this, God continues to be with us, and always will 
be through Jesus and by the Holy Spirit. 
 

 A good way to keep close to the Lord, is through the Bible, as Psalms 119:11 says: ‘I have 
hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.’ Another is to ‘pray without 
ceasing’ – as one has written, ‘prayer is the Christian’s vital breath’. And a further vital priority 
at this time is to reach out to folk who will inevitably feel lonely as so many of the familiar 
facets of their daily lives have suddenly ceased. Thank God for TV and radio, social media, 
telephones, e-mail, messaging What’s App etc – which can continue to keep us in touch with 
each other and the wider world in all its turmoil. 
 
 
 



                      
 
 
 
This is part of a famous depiction of Christ on the cross from a painting by Salvador Dali – in 
1951, and purchased by the Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum in Glasgow. What a 
contrast the image is from the first of our images, depicting Palm Sunday. Yet it is an integral 
part of God’s great plan to lead us from the consequences of sin – darkness and death, to 
glorious new life and light. There on the cross, we have that agonised cry of the crucified 
one:  “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani,”, which means, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” 
 

But we also know that at the cross there was a small group still faithful to him, including a 
number of disciples and women. They were the ones who took the initiative to have Jesus 
body removed and buried in the tomb. They were also the ones to discover the remarkable 
and dramatic truth we celebrate on Easter Sunday. 
  



                                     

 

This is a picture by the brilliant Chinese Christian artist He Qi – now living in the USA, but 
widely travelled and popular in this country. He painted a dramatic scene, under a title ‘he is 
not here, he has risen’.  
 

After the crucifixion a small group of Jesus’ followers had requested his body and had placed 
it in a nearby tomb. The authorities had it closed and sealed – shut away for history to forget. 
Note how the women are on the way to get into the tomb to clean the body. But as the 
disciples later declared to a vast crowd in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost: “…he was not 
abandoned to the grave. . .God has raised this Jesus, and we are all witnesses to this fact.” 
And the glorious truth of Easter Sundays is simply this – God raised Jesus from the dead, and 
he moved from the tomb to an existence where none might restrain him anymore.  In him 
and through him we also are raised to new life - because he lives, we too who were spiritually 
dead, now live – resurrection life here and now!  
 
So we can now know Jesus and pray through him and to him in all our hours of need. Indeed, 
in and through Jesus we experience resurrection life here and now and we can look to the 
future with hope and confidence, whatever it may bring. 
 

 

  



Mark 11: 1 – 11 Bible Reading with Footnotes 
 

Mark 11:1-11 New International Version (NIV) 

Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King 

11 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount 

of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of 

you, and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever 

ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, 

‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’” 

4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied 

it, 5 some people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6 They 

answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go. 7 When they brought 

the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8 Many people spread 

their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the 

fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, 

“Hosanna![a]” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”[b] 

10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked around at 

everything, but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve. 

 

Footnotes: 

a. Mark 11:9 A Hebrew expression meaning “Save!” which became an exclamation of praise; also in verse 
10 

b. Mark 11:9 Psalm 118:25,26 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24650a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24650b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11%3A1-11&version=NIV#en-NIV-24650
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11%3A1-11&version=NIV#en-NIV-24650


Prayer on Palm Sunday 
 

Lord: 

Help us to see in the groaning of creation   

not death throes but birth pangs; 

help us to see in suffering a promise for the future,                                                                       

because it is a cry against the inhumanity of the present.                                                                              

Help us to glimpse in protest the dawn of justice,                                                                                                                                  

in the Cross the pathway to resurrection,                                                                                                       

and in suffering the seeds of joy. 

 Ruben Alves, 1987   

 (based on Romans 8:18 – 25) 

 


